Not a tall
tail tale

Dog’s tail wagging action is a barometer
to their happiness and anxiety levels
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talian researchers have uncovered the
secret language that reveals dogs’ emo-
tions-the wagging of their tails. Of
course we've thought for the longest
time that a wagging tail communicates hap-
piness, but through a study of over 30 dogs,
researchers were able to reveal tail-wag-
ging expresses much more. It’s the direction
of the tail wagging and the intensity that
dogs display that is able to tell us if they’'re
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through to expressions of anxiety.
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The researchers discovered that when the

dogs were presented with their owner-pre- Q

suming this is a positive experience-their

tails wagged wildly to the right hand side. rsel(l::)gveerr);' a
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wag and the tail again was less vigorous. y ¥ Senior Palanced diet

Interestingly, when a large, unfamiliar dog e % dogs
was introduced into the experiment, the '
direction of the tail reversed to the left
hand side. The dog chosen was an intimi-
dating looking and unfamiliar four-year-old

male Belgian shepherd malinois. a1-Tale
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miliar dog suggested anxiety and an indica- | - '
tor that the dog wanted to retreat. When no
stimuli was presented, the tails continued to
wag, however this was a left side bias. This
suggested that dogs are happier with some
form of company.

The findings of this study-linked to the
fact that dogs have two brain hemispheres-
could serve humans and dog trainers to
read dogs better. Dogs’ inbuilt ‘Wag-0-
Meter’ could help us all have a non-inva-
sive tool to estimate their emotions and
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